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This email did not originate from Canadian Pacific. Please exercise caution with any links or attachments. 

Jeremy,  
 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff have reviewed the Materials Management Contingency Plan (MMCP), 
dated March 12, 2019, and Pre-Excavation Soil Sampling Work Plan (Work Plan), dated March 25, 2019, submitted for 
the Redevelopment Project, East Side Shoreham Facility in Minneapolis (Site). 
 
Based on the review of the MMCP, MPCA staff request the following: 
 

1. Following the receipt of the results from the pre-excavation sampling, a Response Action Plan (RAP) should be 
submitted to the MPCA prior to conducting the demolition/re-development activities summarized in the 
MMCP.  The RAP should include a summary of the analytical soil sampling results from the Site (see Comments 
#1b and #3 below to the Work Plan), and a site map showing the anticipated soil types, contaminant 
concentrations, and excavations’ depths.  The RAP should also provide information regarding:  the schedule for 
the project; the source and type of imported backfill material; the type of liner to be placed under the retention 
basin, and the location of storm sewer utility corridors associated with the basin; and how backfill material 
(either imported or re-used) will be demarcated in the utility corridors and excavations across the Site.  The RAP 
should state that a RAP Implementation Report will be submitted to the MPCA for review and approval after the 
activities are complete. 
 

2. As stated in the MPCA’s Brownfield Program Response Action Plans Guidance Document 
(https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/c-rem4-43.pdf), a Construction Contingency Plan (CCP), or an 
addendum to the MMCP, should be completed as part of the RAP and which addresses the following:   
 

a. If unexpected materials (product, buried drums, tanks, etc.) are encountered during the excavations, 
please outline the process to notify the MPCA, including contact information of on-site investigation 
personnel, and how unexpected materials would be handled and managed.   
 

b. Figure 1, Site Layout, and Appendix A, Conceptual Grading Plan Cut & Fill Drawing, of the MMCP indicate 
that numerous monitoring wells are located in the areas of the Site to be excavated; however, the 
MMCP does not discuss if the wells will be disturbed by the activities, or if the wells will need to be 
protected, modified and/or replaced.  Please provide additional information regarding how the 
excavations will be conducted at the locations of the wells and what measures will be taken to ensure 
that the wells are not damaged. 
 



c. Field screening during the excavation activities should be performed with a PID equipped with an 11.7 
eV lamp due to the presence and concern of chlorinated solvents at the Site. 

 
d. Section 6.0, Implementation, of the MMCP states that:  “Prior to excavation activities in the 

southeasterly corner of the Redevelopment Project, a new building to accommodate the existing pump 
and treat (P&T) equipment will be constructed outside the limits of the proposed paved storage 
area.”  Please provide additional information regarding the implementation and timing of the relocation 
of the building containing the pump and treat system, including a map displaying the location of the new 
building.  For example:  Will the new building be constructed before the old building is demolished, and 
how long will the construction/relocation activities take?  Will there be any significant down time of the 
pump and treat system, and are there any contingency plans in-place in the event that the transition to 
the new building does not proceed as planned? 

 
e. The MMCP discusses the excavation of soil to construct a retention pond on the Site.  The MPCA 

Superfund Program does not provide a review/approval of the construction of or discharge to the 
retention basin. 

 
f. The MMCP states that surface water run-on or runoff during the activities will be prevented by following 

an approved Erosion and Sediment Control Plan.  The MPCA Superfund Program does not provide a 
review/approval of the Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, and/or the treatment of groundwater and 
stormwater, or any other dewatering action.  However, please provide additional information regarding 
how groundwater, stormwater and/or surface water accumulating in the open excavations will be dealt 
with and managed.  An excavation dewatering plan should be prepared which includes:  Metropolitan 
Council industrial discharge requirements; estimated groundwater contaminant levels; and details 
regarding any treatment required by the Metropolitan Council.  Any dewatering of the excavations, 
including sampling results and/or discharge reports, should be summarized in the RAP Implementation 
Report. 

 
g. Please confirm the facility name(s) and location(s) where the excavated soils will be disposed of off-

site.  Because the Site has a long history of industrial use, the soil excavated from the Site cannot be 
disposed of off-site as Unregulated Fill. 

 
 
MPCA staff approve of the Work Plan with the incorporation of the following comments and contingent on the submittal 
of the requested information: 
 

1. Section 3.1 Sampling Location Rationale:   
 

a. The Work Plan states that:  “Golder estimates that 62 samples will be collected from approximately 48 
locations within the overall construction footprint… The anticipated total number of samples includes 2 
QA/QC samples…”.  Please collect additional QA/QC samples to ensure that the field sampling and 
laboratory analytical methods provide reliable and representative conditions and results.  MPCA staff 
recommend collecting at least one (1) QA/QC sample for every 10 investigation samples (10%), and that 
various types of QA/QC samples (i.e. duplicates, trip blanks, field blanks, matrix spike/matrix spike 
duplicates) are collected to verify both the field and laboratory methods and procedures. 
 

b. The Work Plan states that:  “In the placement of the approximate soil sampling locations, the historical 
data previously collected during the Response Action activities, and the recent Braun sampling results in 
the retention basin were utilized.”  As part of the RAP to be completed and submitted to the MPCA (see 



Comment #1 above to the MMCP), please include the additional sampling data that was collected at the 
Site by Braun.  The sampling results from past investigations should be included in a summary table(s) 
and the locations of the samples should be identified on a figure(s) and/or cross section(s) in the RAP.   

 
2. Section 3.2 Field Sampling Program:  The Work Plan states that:  “The laboratory testing sampling to be 

collected will be biased to the depths of greatest impact as indicated by field screening, including visual, 
olfactory and photo-ionization detector (PID).  A discrete sample will be taken and submitted for VOC analysis at 
the location of the macro-core that has the highest PID reading.”   
 

a. Field screening during the excavation activities should be performed with a PID equipped with an 11.7 
eV lamp due to the presence and concern of chlorinated solvents at the Site. 
 

b. The Work Plan does not propose that any samples will be collected from the final extent of the 
excavations.  Soil samples should be collected to document the contaminant concentrations in the soil 
remaining at the limits (base/bottom) of the excavations.  This post-excavation (confirmation) sampling 
could be completed after the soils have been excavated, or during the excavation activities. 

 
3. Section 5.0 Investigation Reporting:  The results of the pre-excavation sampling proposed in the Work Plan 

should be summarized in a RAP, and submitted to the MPCA for review and approval prior to the 
commencement of the demolition/re-development activities at the Site.  The RAP should identify any changes or 
modifications to the proposed soil disposal plan included in the Work Plan and the MMCP (and addendum or 
CCP). 
 

 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the above comments to the MMCP and Work Plan, or the project, 
please contact Al Timm or myself. 
 
Thank you, 
Tom 
 
 
Thomas Reppe, P.G. 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
Remediation Division 
520 Lafayette Road N. | St. Paul, MN | 55155 
Office:  651.757.2643 
thomas.reppe@state.mn.us | www.pca.state.mn.us 
 

 
Our mission is to protect and improve the environment and human health. 
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